
Acknowledgements: 

The University acknowledges and credits the following institutions in the development of this document: State of Oklahoma 

Department of Corrections, Texas Department of Criminal Justice                                                                               03/07/11 

Table 1 
 Reasonable Suspicion Drug and Alcohol Indicators 

Below are potential observed indicators that an individual might be under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol.  This is not a comprehensive list since the effect of drugs or alcohol may be different for 
different people.  In addition, some individuals may exhibit these symptoms and may be under the 
influence of legally prescribed drugs.   

SPEECH MOVEMENTS 

Slurred or incoherent speech Fumbling 

Volume Variance/Shouting Jerky 

Repetitive Nervous 

Inappropriate Speech Slow 

Exaggerated enunciation Poor motor coordination 

WALKING/STANDING EYES 

Uncoordinated Dilated pupils 

Stumbling Droopy eyelids 

Swaying Bloodshot 

Holding onto objects to stand up Watery 

Falling Glassy 

FACE APPEARANCE 

Pale Messy 

Flushed Dirty 

Sweating Body Odor 

Runny nose Alcohol Odor 

Dry Mouth Heavy usage of breath or body spray 

DEMEANOR 

Hostile Physical Aggressiveness 

Distracted Flu-like illness complaints 

Drowsy Irritable/Moody 

Profanity Suspicious or paranoid 

Threatening Depressed or withdrawn 

Fighting Argumentative 

Throwing objects Excited 

Confused or disorientated Unusually calm 
 


